
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 21, 2021 
Morning Prayer 

   

Officiant   Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.  Joel 2:13 

 
 

The Officiant says to the people 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his 
praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary 
for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his 
infinite goodness and mercy. 
 

Silence may be kept. Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest alone stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Officiant   Lord, open our lips.  
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
All           Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,  

     and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Venite     The invitatory psalm is now said in unison. 
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
* and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his 
    pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

Psalm 51:1-13  In quo corrigit? 
How shall a young man cleanse his way? * By 

keeping to your words. 
With my whole heart I seek you; * let me not stray 

from your commandments. 
I treasure your promise in my heart, *that I may not 

sin against you. 
Blessed are you, O Lord; *instruct me in your statutes. 
 

With my lips will I recite *all the judgments of your 
mouth. 

I have taken greater delight in the way of your 
decrees *than in all manner of riches. 

I will meditate on your commandments *and give 
attention to your ways. 

My delight is in your statutes; *I will not forget your 
word. 

First	Lesson	–	Jeremiah	31:31-34	
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.  



But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 
	

Second	Lesson	–	Hebrews	5:5-10	
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, 
 “You are my Son,  
          today I have begotten you”; 
 as he says also in another place,    

 “You are a priest forever, 
         according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a 
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 
 

Sequence Hymn    What Wonderous Love is This?        
 

The Gospel Reading – John 12:20-33 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

The Sermon – The Rev. Polly H. Robb 
 

The Apostles Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you.  
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (said in unison) 
 

 



The suffrages are now said responsively 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Peace 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your 
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
Almighty God, we pray today especially for those ill or distressed for Brevy and Kathy, Bob, Deborah, John, 
Stan, John, Linda, and our parish loved ones and friends: Mack, Tommy and family, Alan, Richard, Carolyn 
and Wayne, Lannie, Mike, Julia, Elisa Rosemarie, Meredith, Tim, Jackson, Brett, Carol, Dennis, Lynette, Bob 
and those in your prayers… 
We pray for our bishop, Glenda.  
We pray for the Companion Diocese of the Virgin Islands and its bishop, Ambrose. 
We pray for Department of Parish Development & Evangelism Family Promise (Interfaith Hospitality 
Network), Habitat for Humanity and all programs for the promotion of safe and affordable housing for low 
income persons. 
We pray for our candidates for confirmation, Aeden, Harrison, and Deborah, and for those who will renew 
their baptismal promises, Lourie and Phil, that they may be sustained by the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
persevere in the knowledge fo Christ’s love, and rejoice in all God’s works.  
We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays this week: Larry McBride, John Robinson.  
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. 
Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; 
and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Mission 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might 
come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, offering our prayers and 
reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you;  
for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
 

Announcements and Offertory 
 

The General Thanksgiving                
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 



And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
Solemn Prayer for Lent 
Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the help of your heavenly 
grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
	


